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We want all of our alumni to receive a copy of The College of The
Bahamas Alumni Magazine in their post box. So we are calling on
you to help us update our records. Do you know anyone who is out
of touch with COB, not receiving the magazine or our email alerts?
Has their address or phone number changed?

Log onto http:/ /my.cob.edu.bs to register and update information.

Become part of our Alumni Gircle. Update us today!




IN THIS ISSUE

The Bahamian Story

: Needs a Reality Check
' N Ward Minnis, AA ‘04

Cracking the Code on Cancer
Interview with Oncologist Duvaughn Curling, AA ‘88

CSI: Bahamas
e Scene Investigation with Elburt Ferguson, AA ‘79

" 8

——

1

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

President Janyne M. Hodder underlines the importance of a College of The
Bahamas education being responsive to national needs and a driver in
shaping future development of The Bahamas.

3

THE BAHAMIAN STORY

NEERIS & REALLLY C HECK

What exactly is “true true Bahamian”? Alumnus Ward Minnis, AA '04,
explores the often asked question of national identity.

4

FOR THE LOVE OF ART

Art majors Jackson and Bernard Petit share a brotherhood in visual arts and
a heritage that has distinguished their styles and place in the Bahamian art
world.

S

CRACKING THE CODE
ON CANCER

Researchers confirm a higher incidence of an aggressive gene mutation in
Bahamian women, predisposing them to early onset of cancer. What are
specialists like Oncologist Duvaughn Curling, AA '88, doing to unlock this
medical mystery to restore hope and save lives?

15

CSI: BAHAMAS

Superintendent Elburt Ferguson, AA '79, his career in crime scene investigation
and his drive for solving forensic puzzles in the fight against crime.




19

DONOR DOLLARS
MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

Bank of The Bahamas quarter of a million dollar
award to fund Literacy Diagnostic Centre.

A gift of a lifetime and support for international
students and Eleuthera residents.

23

COLLEGE
HAPPENINGS

College milestones and recent events, including
an Athletics Scholarships Grant, new $1.6 million
pharmacy laboratories, advances in research
support, The College's student exchange
programme and more.

23

GOURMET CLASS
SIZZLES

A fun way to extend your College of The
Bahamas experience.

29

ALUMNI CIRCLE

Chester Cooper is the latest Alumni Hall of Fame
member.

In Alumni Footprints meet three College of The
Bahamas graduates and how they're shaping the
communities we live in. And catch up with
friends in “Where are They Now?”

SPRING/SUMMER 2009

OF THE BAHAMAS
EDITORIAL BOARD

MAGAZINE

Erica Jumes, AA '89 Farhana Mather Antoinette Seymour, AA '80
Jon Knowles, AA '89 Jessica Robertson Diane Stewart
Annette Major-Cosh, AA 89 Elodie Sandford Howard Thompson Jr., AA 02
MAGAZINE TEAM

CYNTHIA BURROWS, AA '97 Graphic Design
GABRIELLA FRASER, AA '89 Associate Vice President, External Affairs
STEFFON GRANT Siudent Photographer
FELICITY HUMBLESTONE Director of Development, Alumni Relations & Development
KARMA DESIGN Magazine Concept, Graphic Design, Layout and Print Production
DONALD KNOWLES Photography
TAMEKA LUNDY, AA '93 Associate Editor, Senior Writer
NATARIO MCKENZIE Contributing Writer
GORDON MILLS Senior Writer
KENDRA MOSS, AA '98 Assistant, Alumni Relations & Annual Fund
GARY MULLINS Coniributing Editor
TEKAY ROBINSON, AA '98 Contributing Writer
THEA RUTHERFORD Coniributing Writer
EDWARD RUSSELL 111, AA ‘09 Photographer
MAELYNN SEYMOUR-MAJOR Writer

COLLEGE CONTACTS

PRESIDENT Janyne M. Hodder
Tel: 3024318 » Email: prescob@cob.edu.bs

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS Rhonda Chipman-Johnson, Executive Vice President
Tel: 3024310 = Email: rjohnson@cob.edu.bs

ALUMNI RELATIONS & DEVELOPMENT Felicity Humblestone, Direcior of Development
Tel: 3024356 * Email: fhumblestone@cob.edu.bs

ANNUAL FUND Kendra Moss, AA ‘89, Alumni Relations & Annual Fund Assistant
Tel: 302-4359 « Email: kmoss@cob.edu.bs  Website: my.cob.edu.bs

CONTINUING EDUCATION & EXTENSION SERVICES Dr. Christina Nwosa, Director
Tel: 328-0093 * Email: cnwosa@cob.edu.bs

CULINARY & HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE Lincoln Marshall, Executive Director
Tel: 323-5804 = Email: Imarshall@cob.edu.bs

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS A. Gabriello Fraser, AA ‘89, Associate Vice President
Tel: 3024304 » Email: agfroser@cob.edu.bs

EXUMA CAMPUS Jenny Kettel, Co-ordinaior
Tel: (242) 3362791 + Email: jkettel@cob.edu.bs

FINANCE Cheryl Simms, Vice President & Chief Financial Officer
Tel: 3024516  Email: csimms@cob.edu.bs

FINANCIAL AID Cheryl Carey, Director
Tel: 302-4202  Email: ccarey@cob.edu.bs

LIBRARY AND INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA SERVICES Willamae Johnson, Director
Tel: 3024552 « Email: wjohnson@cob.edu.bs

NORTHERN BAHAMAS CAMPUS Coralee Kelly, Associate Vice President
Tel: (242) 352-9761 » Email: ckelly@cob.edu.bs

QUTREACH Pandora Johnson, Vice President
Tel: 3024308  Email: pjohnson@cob.edu.bs

REGISTRAR SCRIPTS) Danny Davis, A ‘84, Registrar
Tel: 3024443  Email: ddavis@cob.edu.bs

RESEARCH, GRADUATE PROGRAMMES & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Linda Davis, Vice President o Tel: 302-4455  Email: lodavis@cob.edu bs

STUDENT AFFAIRS Colyn Major, Vice President
Tel: 302 4342 = Email: cmojor@cob.edu.bs




) I n this fourth issue of the Alumni Magazine, we
{ ( Zf ZA/ Z showcase the many and very varied talents and
careers of alumni who are building their lives at home.

Len We hope you will find their stories as interesting as [
do. In reading their stories, I was struck by the diversity
of their choices and about how important to national
development is the work that each does.

Our mission at The College is “to support and drive
national development through education, research &
innovation and service”. One could hardly have a
stronger mission. The work we do will shape The
Bahamas of tomorrow. If we do it well, we will chart
the course of national history on a path of peace,
prosperity and social justice. A mission statement has
to be more than a slogan; it has to be tested against
reality. To do this, we are asking ourselves the question:
how does each of our programmes support and drive
national development?

Asking this question forces us to go beyond the
traditional disciplinary structures of academic
institutions, to think 'out of the box' about what our
degrees should look like if we want our graduates to
be prepared to build a country. It requires us to make
the connection between education and the world around
us and to develop high quality degree programmes that
work in new areas of need, interest and opportunity.

In our last issue, we wrote about our new Small Island
Sustainability degrees, supported by a $10M donation
from the Freedom Foundation and designed to educate
Bahamians who can make a difference in public policy,
in entrepreneurship, in tourism, in food production, in
environmental management and much more. But the
country faces other issues as well. We want to better
leverage the presence of tourists to generate a wider
range of economic activity. We want to address issues
of crime and social cohesion, public health, culture and identity, migration
Janyne M. Hodder patterns, sports and fitness among others. We want to be the place of reference
for high quality relevant education and effective research and innovation.

So today, we are looking at how we can build on the strength of our history
and our capacity for delivering excellence in the classroom to expand our
programme offerings and make The University of The Bahamas the first
choice for talented students and for engaged faculty to work together to build
the nation.

This is an exciting time for us and I am happy to share some of this excitement
through the stories in this issue of the Alumni Magazine. Iinvite you to stay
connected for more to come and to remember that The College really belongs

to you, our alumni and our friends.
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